
Wind turbines, sharing platforms, and electric cars are becoming part of daily life at a fast pace.
The sustainable movement in the Netherlands is accelerating and is on the path to become an example for companies 
and organisations across the world. Where sustainability used to be a niche of minor importance, front running 
companies have now shown that investment in sustainability is profitable and improves future resilience to external 
challenges. Businesses are not only formulating sustainability goals but are also actively searching how to create a 
positive impact.

The driving force behind this movement are not a few selective sustainability experts but rather a broad spectrum of 
companies and private actors who recognize the potential and necessity of sustainable development. The board of 
the Sustainable Business Battle (SBB), led by students, acknowledges this and aims to expand the pool of sustainability 
pioneers. This goal is realised by actively bringing together local companies or organisations with sustainability 
challenges and multidisciplinary students wondering how they could apply their genius to sustainability.

Moving towards the third consecutive year of the Battle it has become apparent that the concept is a big success. 
Together with our continuously expanding group of partners a new board of students will organize the event this year, 
stimulating the sustainable movement through local innovation!

THE BATTLE
The Sustainable Business Battle is an event where 
multidisciplinary teams of students will compete in 
finding the best solution to specific real-life case studies 
related to sustainability provided by local businesses 
and organisations from Leiden, The Hague and Delft. 
A jury of business and sustainability experts will assess 
the effectivity and creativity of the designed solutions 
to the challenges and will elect the winning team. As 
part of the battle, an educative program will provide 
participants with workshops to learn how to develop 
sustainable solutions, how to make a business case 
out of it and how to pitch their final idea. At the 
same time, businesses and organisations meet young 
talents, expand their network and are taking important 
steps towards meeting their sustainability goals by 
participating in this process and proactively leading the 
modernization of the local economy. 

A RELEVANT CHALLENGE
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“An empowering competition amongst 
students; the next generation of sustainability 
pioneers!”
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The Sustainable Business Battle will take place over a three-week period in May and will be constituted by multiple 
smaller day-time events as well as events in the evening. Networking and teambuilding events will offer all participating 
parties a chance to get to know each other. These events will also aim to inspire them through talks on a variety of 
interesting subjects from leaders in the field of sustainability. Educational events such as the three training days give 
the participating students the tools needed to understand sustainable challenges and to develop their entrepreneurial 
qualities. Finally, during the battle-events such as the semi-finals and finals the students will pitch their ideas in front of 
an independent jury and an audience consisting of the involved companies and other interested parties. 

PROGRAMME & EVENTS

The SBB was founded three years ago by a highly 
motivated group of students from various backgrounds 
with a great passion for sustainability. At the time this 
group of students faced the challenge of not knowing 
how to apply sustainability in their career and how to 
contribute to a greener local economy. In order to help 
like-minded students they started bringing together 
the local university, student associations, businesses 
and municipalities to see how this challenge could 
be tackled. Their efforts led to a fruitful outcome: the 
Sustainable Business Battle of 2017. The first battle was 
introduced under the umbrella of the Leiden University 
Green Office (in collaboration with, amongst others, 
the five largest Leiden University student bodies 
(MASCQ), Greenkeys, LED students for sustainability, 
Gemeente Leiden, and Boston Consulting Group). In 
the years following the first event the SBB has grown 
into an independent non-profit organisation run part-
time by volunteering students and young professionals 
with a clear vision, mission and structure. However, 
the core-goal of the first event lives on to this day; to 
stimulate students to become actively involved in, and 
recognize the potential for, a real contribution to the 
questions of sustainability that surround us.

ABOUT US 

www.sustainablebusinessbattle.nl
info@sustainablebb.nl

WANT TO KEEP IN 
TOUCH?

- Melanie Schultz van Haegen, 
former minister of Infrastructure 

and Environment

“Because of the SBB I have seen 
that there are plenty of ways to 
combine sustainability with a 
good business model. This has 
made me positive, enthusiastic 
and even more committed to 
contribute to the transition 
in both my personal and 
professional life.”

- Kevin de Raat, Winning team of 2018

“Besides providing us with the 
two excellent ideas the SBB 
helped enormously to create 
enthusiasm for sustainability 
within a critical part of the 
organization. This caused 
the general feeling that 
sustainability is the way to 
move forward. This is major!”

- Coen Geerdink, Bolidt 

“It is a special experience 
to see students being this 
professionally engaged 
with social projects, I am 
looking at a new generation 
of students. Furthermore 
the multidisciplinary teams 
definitely added to the value 
of the ideas.”

Kick off 
03.05.2019

Training days 
03.05 & 12.05.2019

Semi-Final 
18.05.2019

Coaching bootcamp 
21.05.2019

Finals 
24.05.2019

In house day 06.05 to 10.05.2019 Evaluation borrel 28.05.2019Networking borrel 25.04.2019

https://www.linkedin.com/company/sustainable-business-battle-leiden---the-hague/
https://www.instagram.com/sustainable.business.battle/
https://www.facebook.com/SustainableBusinessBattle/?ref=br_rs
mailto:info@sustainablebb.nl
http://sustainablebusinessbattle.nl/

